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One of the mistakes of our federation is that North Queensland is not a separate state.
Politicians from north of Capricorn have long complained about the neglect of tropical
Queensland by Brisbane-based governments.
Last week former Labor MP now independent Member for Cairns Rob Pyne complained that:
"Far north Queensland has been the victim of historic neglect over recent years...We have
double digit unemployment and youth unemployment of over 20 per cent, and we are badly in
need of state funding for important infrastructure, like our local schools."
Nothing new here. In 1948 the redoubtable Tommy Aikens, the Independent member for
Mundingburra (1944-1977), complained that "…in North Queensland working-class families of
long standing are preparing to leave the North and its long slack period unemployment, and
migrate to Brisbane with its near-permanence of employment and abundant and varied
recreation during the long week-ends".
Indeed, how can the leaders of the Queensland government, ensconced in the outer urban
Struggle Street seat of Inala, and the inner urban Uber-connected seat South Brisbane,
understand the needs of provincial city electorates in the tropics, "a thousand miles away"?
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History tells us that long serving, successful premiers in Queensland are those who come from
the north. 'Red Ted' Theodore, premier 1919-25 came from Chillagoe; William Forgan Smith,
premier 1932-42, was the member for Mackay, Peter Beattie, premier 1998-2007, was raised in
Atherton.
History also tells us that northern Independents have longevity. Aikens was a railwayman
elected in the state seat of Mundingburra (later Townsville South) in 1944, who held the seat
until 1977. He founded the Hermit Park branch of the ALP in 1940 but was booted by the anticommunist ALP Queensland Central Executive in 1941 for his pro-Soviet views. His branch
soon followed, and together they formed the North Queensland Labor Party, successfully
contesting the 1944 state poll.
Tommy was a parliamentary rabble rouser. He and Ted Walsh (ALP Bundaberg) went several
rounds in the lobby of the Legislative Assembly in 1944. His obituary records that he once told
an unnamed premier: "You are so narrow-minded you could look through a keyhole with both
eyes."
The "Voice of the North", as he was known, advocated castration for sex offenders long before
Russ Hinze's infamous comment was made, criticised militant trade unions, and called on
universities to expel students taking part in demonstrations.
While there is no suggestion that former left faction member Pyne shares these views, he does
share the North Queensland cargo cult mindset that delivers government goodies not on the
basis of need but simply because they are for North Queensland.
Pyne told Brisbane Times last week, "It doesn't matter whether it has been schools in the
Cairns electorate, or hospital in Atherton … for far north Queensland. I'll be putting my hand
up for the people of Cairns and be a very powerful advocate for my city, and hopefully achieve a
number of more signiﬁcant wins in terms of service and infrastructure".

Dr John Harrison is senior lecturer in the University of Queensland's School of Communication
and Arts.
For independent news coverage, be sure to follow our Facebook feed.

“You are so narrow-minded you could look through a keyhole
with both eyes.”
Tommy Aikens

John Harrison
University of Queensland senior journalism lecturer

https://www.smh.com.au/opinion/rob-pynes-resignation-shows-north-queensland-is-a-state-of-mind-20160313-gnhymc.html

2/3

4/5/2019

Rob Pyne's resignation shows North Queensland is a state of mind

https://www.smh.com.au/opinion/rob-pynes-resignation-shows-north-queensland-is-a-state-of-mind-20160313-gnhymc.html

3/3

