Former state MP turned councillor Rob Pyne
rejects Cairns Regional Council budget
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Councillor Rob Pyne represents the southern Cairns suburbs of Edmonton, Bentley
Park and Gordonvale. (AAP: Dan Peled)

It is one of the fastest-growing cities in Queensland, but Cairns Regional Council has been criticised for
serving only the CBD and northern beaches in its annual budget.
Handed down this morning, a major focus of the
budget was $25 million in funding for critical
water infrastructure upgrades to meet
population growth, and $50 million for transport

Key points:
Cairns Regional Council will spend $335m
next ﬁnancial year, mostly on water

infrastructure.

infrastructure

But former state MP turned councillor Rob Pyne
voted against the budget, claiming it was too
focused on developing the northern beaches
and CBD — to the detriment of the city's

A councillor who voted against the budget
said it neglects the city's southern

southern region.
Councillor Rob Pyne said there was limited
funding for community facilities in the region.

suburbs
The mayor says the council is trying to
keep its head above water

"People on the southside, Edmonton, Bentley Park, feel like they're being
overlooked again and again, not just by council but state and federal
governments as well and someone needs to take a stand for residents," he said.
Focus on water security
Cairns was the fastest growing city in regional Queensland in the 10 years to 2019, with an annual
growth rate of 1.1 per cent.
Bordered by sea to the east and the Atherton Tablelands to the west, the city has been forced to grow
either north or south.
The need for better southern access has been identiﬁed and a major redevelopment of the Bruce
Highway between Edmonton and Gordonvale has begun.
The largest expense in the budget is the $215
million water infrastructure project, which is
aimed at providing water security for the rapidly
growing population.
In a speech to the Cairns council today, Mayor
Bob Manning said water security was the most
critical issue facing the community and there
had been a need to expand water infrastructure
for some time.

"We can't put the water off any
longer," he said.
The council has also allocated $180,000 to ﬁll
vacant shops in the city's CBD, $95,000 for a
climate change plan, $500,000 for a CCTV
network expansion and $760,000 to make more
bus stops compliant with the Disability
Discrimination Act.

Cairns Mayor Bob Manning says the council is "trying to keep
its head above water". (Supplied: Cairns Regional Council)

The rate increases as part of the budget will amount to between $1.15/week and $1.25/week for most
households, and water usage costs will also go up.
Mayor Manning said the council was "trying to keep our head above water".
"And retain the ﬂexibility that we will go to the state … and go to the feds and keep the pressure on
them," he said.

Pool, library upgrade needed

The Bruce Highway is undergoing an upgrade from Edmonton to Gordonvale.
Supplied: Department of Transport & Main Roads)

Cr Pyne said he held long-term concerns about the neglect of Edmonton and the Southside
— "particularly around the broken promise of a new pool for Edmonton".
He said Edmonton also needed a new library, and ageing infrastructure needed to be updated.
"You can tell just by going around, the amount of money spent on the CBD and other areas, all I was
asking for was a fair go for Edmonton."
But Cr Manning said it was not the right time for projects such as an Edmonton pool.
"Getting a balance of assets that are needed and being able to spread that is something that this
council is going to have to look at in the future."

